PHOENIX CHARTER SCHOOL

SECONDARY STUDENT UNIFORM AND DRESS CODE
2010-2011
Philosophical Basis

It is our expectation that we will have many reasons to be proud of the students at PCS.  It is also our expectation that the vast majority of our students will proactively dress in a manner that will represent their family, their school, and, indeed, themselves in admirable fashion.  Our desire is to provide reasonable, affordable, and enforceable standards that are consistent with our Vision, Mission, and Philosophy.  Such standards will quite often differ from those encouraged by media influences and popular culture.  

The Mission Statement notes our desire to create a “society of life long learners”.  The goals of the PCS Dress Code are an extension of that same mission:

1.  Modesty (a character quality that is in the best interests of the student); and 

2.  Minimal Distraction (an element of an instructional environment that seeks to focus on comprehensive educational opportunities).    

Discretionary Authority

Despite our best efforts to be clear regarding details, requirements, and options, the need will occasionally arise for judgment calls to be made and discretionary authority to be exercised by teachers and the administration.  While we wish to avoid these kinds of decisions, the school, never-the-less, reserves the right to do so. 

A Requirement of Our Students

Student compliance with the dress code is required. Appropriate and consistently applied consequences for non-compliance are clearly outlined in the Discipline section of the Handbook and the Handbook itself is considered a warning.  In general, however, students who do not consistently and proactively comply with that which we ask them to do, will experience correction and consequence.

A Partnership with Parents

Parental support of the dress code is essential.  The more effort parents expend in this area before their young person leaves the house, the more time we can invest in instruction and be about the business of teaching and learning.  This is best accomplished by the attitude you model for your student and by carrying out the responsibility you have for sending your student(s) to school in compliance with the code.
Occasionally parents question whether or not the dress code is being enforced and, consequently, require less compliance from their own child (nobody wants to be the only bad guy).  Rest assured, parents, that appropriate consequences are consistently being assigned, particularly for the few chronic offenders we may have.  You, or your student, may not see them corrected in public, but this should not be interpreted as an absence of consequence. 
General Dress Code Standards 
Q. When and where do these standards apply?
A. These standards are in effect whenever and wherever a student is on campus or whenever and wherever attending or participating in a Phoenix Charter School related event.   
Parents:  The policies expressed in the Dress Code are intended to be comprehensive so that families may have confidence that the choices they are making are in compliance.  In the end, there will always be variations of personal expression that were not covered.

When in doubt, check it out.  You are always welcome to bring a clothing item or accessory to school before hand and get approval or counsel regarding the item.  You are always welcome to inquire in advance regarding something your student wants to wear or do and thus help them avoid disciplinary action based on “administrator discretion” (see Code of Conduct).
Students: Some of the uniform policies and dress code standards for 2010-2011 allow for more personal expression than in previous years at PCS, or for that matter, at most schools in general.  Should we find that students are not proactively in compliance with the dress code, the administration reserves the right to restrict, alter, and remove dress code standards that allow for personal expression. This may be done school wide, for specific grades, or individual students.
Hair

Because of the variety of hairstyles, colorings, lengths, etc. that can result from ‘personal expression”, the administration reserves the right to require a family to make a change if, in the judgment of the administration, there is an aspect of the student’s hair that will be a distraction within the learning environment.  What change will be required will be a function of what aspect of the hairstyle represents a potential distraction within the learning environment. 

Parents can expect the administration to require compliance with the following, and so should therefore proactively require the following of their child:

· No shaved (bare) skin above the top of the ear;

· No symbols, lettering, drawings, or lines; 

· No distracting hair color or combinations of hair colors; 

· No distracting variation in lengths: mohawks, faux-hawks, etc.  
· No facial hair that is not well groomed, is of a distracting color or combination of colors; or has distracting variation in lengths.  
Jewelry 

Because of the variety of jewelry choices and combinations that can result from ‘personal expression”, the administration reserves the right to require a family to make a change if, in the judgment of the administration, there is an aspect of the student’s jewelry choices that will be a distraction within the learning environment.  What change will be required will be a function of what aspect of the jewelry choice or combination represents a potential distraction within the learning environment. 

Parents can expect the administration to require compliance with the following, and so should therefore proactively require the following of their child:
· No pierced body part jewelry other than the allowed earrings and nose studs.
· No connection (chain, etc) between pierced body part ornaments.

· No more than two earrings or ear lobe studs per ear. The following is allowed:

· A total of two jewelry choices per ear: two earrings or two ear lobe studs or one earring and one ear lobe stud.
· No more than one nose stud (no nose rings at all).
· Distracting or unsafe size or dimension of pierced body part jewelry

· Accessories that could reasonably be used as a weapon (chains, large rings, multiple rings, etc.)
 Miscellaneous

· Clothing (including but not limited to pants, capri pants, and shorts) must be the proper size and not allowed to bag or sag.* 
· No bare midriffs 
· No mini-skirts or skirts rolled up at the waistline/hemline*

· No tank tops or cut-off sleeves (straps must be 2” wide).
· Necklines should be no lower than two inches below the clavicles (lowest portion of the collar bone). 
· No tight-fitting garments (including but not limited to spandex, nylon or other form fitting fabrics) 
· All fasteners designed for use with an article of clothing will be used at all times with the exception of the top button on the collar

· Polo style shirts must be “3 button” style

· Un-tucked shirts may not be tied or rolled up/under.

· Any t-shirt worn under the Dress Uniform items must be a plain white undershirt 

· Any t-shirt worn under either the Dress or Regular uniform must not have printing or graphics that show through the shirt.

· T-Shirts worn under un-tucked uniform items must be tucked in

· Pants/shorts/Capri pants/skirts: no rips, holes, frays or frayed hems.  Items tailored to have a hem must be hemmed* 
· Hemmed shorts must be finger tip length at least*

· Pants must not cover the shoes 
· All forms of footwear must be a matching pair.
· No steel toed shoes/ boots
· No house shoes or flip flops
· All socks must be a matching pair

· Socks, when required, must be clearly visible over the tops of shoes at all times.

· Girls may substitute hosiery for socks anytime. Hosiery must be red, navy, blue, black, white, or transparent, and without design or lettering of any kind. The upper hem of the hosiery must not be visible regardless of the activity of the student (sitting, walking, etc.).

· Only female students are allowed to wear make-up or nail polish.

· No sunglasses, hats, caps, bandanas, headbands, or headwear may be worn in the building. These items must be placed in the student locker at the beginning of the school day. Bows and ribbons for girls are allowed. 
· No pierced body part jewelry other than the allowed earrings and nose studs

· Visible tattoos are not allowed on campus or at school events. This does not exclude school sponsored face painting and school spirit imprints that may be conducted by the school through the course of the year. 
· No negative or inappropriate messages or images: 
· No clothing advertising/promoting alcoholic beverages, tobacco, or substance abuse.

· No obscene, suggestive, or questionable printing, or likenesses of individuals who promote the preceding.

· No messages or images that directly or indirectly promote violence or harm to self or others.

· No message or images that directly or indirectly insult, defame, or cast others (individually or as a group) in a negative light. 

·  The administration has discretionary authority to make determinations regarding the above. When in doubt, don’t wear it. 

· No wallet chains.
· No extreme or disruptive clothing (any clothing that may be expected to cause disruption of or interfere with normal school operations). 
· No gang related clothing (colors, do-rags, bandanas)

· Blankets (exception: outdoor events where there is a reasonable expectation of cold weather)
· Belts: styles and materials that are not approved include but are not limited to:

· chains or metal

· buckles larger than a credit card

* The general rule will be that shorts and skirts must be finger tip length at least. If the application of this rule for an individual student does not result in a modest and appropriate appearance, administration has discretionary authority to require that the item be altered or not be worn. 

Required Dress Uniform
Every Monday and Friday 
Any Day if preferred by family or student

Every Day when required by the Code of Conduct 

Special Occasions as Announced by the School

The Required Dress Uniform is to be worn on Mondays and Fridays and when the student is not eligible to wear the Regular uniform due to loss of privilege as per the PCS Code of Conduct. Students with perfect attendance the previous week and who have served all consequences required by the Code of Conduct will be given a “Jeans Day Pass” for the following Friday.
 Additionally, special events throughout the year will be announced, in advance, as “Dress Uniform Days” and on those days the Dress Uniform is required for all students. 

The Dress Uniform items may be worn by student/parent choice any day of the week.

Pants: Navy Blue “Dockers/Dickies” or similar style/fabric pants (no “cargo” or 
             “carpenter” style  pockets). 

   Skirts: (Girls Only)  Pleated or Plain Navy Skirt; hems of skirts must reach at least 

                to the finger tips.*
Shirts: MS: White oxford button down collar, long or short sleeve

             HS: Light Blue oxford button down collar, long or short sleeve

Shirts must be tucked in while on school property or at a school event.

Belt: End of belt must not hang below the belt buckle.
Shoes: Color: Black, brown, gray, navy blue, white
             Style:  Dress or “gym” shoes  

Socks: Matching pair, black, brown, navy blue or white; no prints or patterns

Shoe Laces: Matching pair, black, brown, navy blue or white; no prints or patterns; shoes designed for laces must have them and the laces must be tied.

All other Dress Code stipulations apply and are in effect when the student elects, or is required, to wear the Dress Uniform.

Regular Uniform Options  (Tuesday through Thursday)

Please Note: The following are options are not required for purchase. Families wishing to limit expenditures on student clothing need only purchase the “Required Dress Uniform“ options above.
Eligible students (See Code of Conduct) may choose attire from the dress uniform and/or from the following options Tuesday through Thursday:

Pants:    Navy Blue or tan “Dockers/Dickies”, twill or khaki, or similar style/fabric  pants (no “cargo/carpenter” style pockets). 
Capris:  (Girls Only) “Dockers/Dickies” style ; navy blue or tan; twill or  khaki 

Shorts:  Navy blue or tan “Dockers/Dickies” style; twill or khaki, or similar style/fabric walk shorts (no “cargo/carpenter ” style pockets)
               Hems of shorts must reach at least to the length of student finger tips*    

               and must be no longer than knee length. Shorts may not be rolled up at 
               the waistline or at the hemline.  
Shirts:     3-button Polo style shirt or turtleneck

                 Red, white, or navy blue 

Shirts that are tailored to be tucked-in must be worn in that fashion while on 
school property or at a school event. 
Belt:   End of belt must not hang below the belt buckle.
Shoes:  Any (matching pair) style or color of shoe is allowed except for “flip flops” or “house shoes”. Boots may be worn with pants (boys or girls; pants not tucked into the boots) or with skirts (girls only). Shoes designed to be fastened or tied must be worn in that fashion.
Socks and Shoe Laces: Socks (matching pair) must be worn with any shoe that cannot be considered a sandal. When wearing shorts or skirts, socks                                           may not reach higher than the bottom of the knee. Shoes laces                                         must be worn with any shoe designed to have them and must                                            be tied.

All other Dress Code stipulations apply and are in effect when the student wears the Regular or the Dress Uniform.

* The general rule will be that shorts and skirts must be finger tip length at least. If the application of this rule for an individual student does not result in a modest and appropriate appearance, administration has discretionary authority to require that the item be altered or not be worn. 

Spirit Dress Uniform (When Earned )
Students with perfect attendance the previous week and who have served all consequences required by the Code of Conduct will be given a “Spirit Day Pass” for the following Friday.
Please Note: The following options are not required for purchase. Families wishing to limit expenditures on student clothing need only purchase the “Required Dress Uniform“ options listed at the beginning of this document.
Pants: Denim fabric jeans. No “cargo’ or “carpenter” pants allowed. 

Shorts:  No shorts other than those listed as part of the Regular Uniform*.

Shirts:  
· Official “Phoenix’ shirts that can be purchased from the office; 
· Official Phoenix organization, event, or team T-shirts 
·  College spirit shirts or sweatshirts with appropriate messages 
Shoes: No “house shoes” or “flip-flops”.

Socks and Shoe Laces: Socks (matching pair) must be worn with any shoe that cannot be considered a “sandal”. If wearing shorts* or skirts*, socks may not reach higher than the bottom of the knee. Shoes laces must be worn with any shoe designed to have them and must be tied.

All other Dress Code stipulations apply and are in effect on Fridays.

* The general rule will be that shorts and skirts must be finger tip length at least. If the application of this rule for an individual student does not result in a modest and appropriate appearance, administration has discretionary authority to require that the item be altered or not be worn. 

Non-Uniform Days (When Announced or Earned)

From time to time the administration will announce a school wide Non-Uniform Day or give Non-Uniform Day Passes as rewards.  The availability of this privilege will always have a direct relationship to school-wide and individual compliance with all aspects of the Dress Code.

On days announced in advance as Non-Uniform or for students who have earned/been given a pass, the following Dress Code Standards are in effect:

· See “Miscellaneous” section of the Dress Code in addition to the following: 

· Girls may wear skirts or dresses (finger tip length or longer)*
· Girls may wear jeans, pants, Capri pants, or matching pant and top combinations.
· Boys may wear jeans or pants.

· Pants may not be leather or vinyl

· Belts must be worn.
· The only shorts that may be worn to school (uniform day or non-uniform day) are the Standard Uniform shorts. Shorts may not be rolled up at the waistline or at the hemline.* 
· Students may wear any color jeans/pants (including “cargo” and “carpenter” Students may not wear jeans/pants that are frayed, ripped, torn, patched, decorated in any way or that are baggy/sagging.

· Collar-less shirts may be worn.
·  No negative or inappropriate messages or images (See “Miscellaneous” under General Dress Code Standards) 

· Tank tops, sleeveless or bare midriff shirts, and oversized shirts are not allowed. 

· Shirts must allow the student to raise his/her arms without any portion of the midriff becoming visible.
· Necklines should be no lower than two inches below the clavicles (lowest portion of the collar bone).

* The general rule will be that shorts and skirts must be finger tip length at least. If the application of this rule for an individual student does not result in a modest and appropriate appearance, administration has discretionary authority to require that the item be altered or not be worn. 

Outer Wear and Cold Weather Considerations

The following items may be worn to school and in the classroom as long as they are appropriately sized and an approved uniform shirt is worn underneath with a portion of the uniform shirt clearly visible (exception: on Regular or Spirit Dress   days or Non-Uniform days, approved polos, T-shirts or collar-less shirts do not have to be visible underneath outerwear but must, never-the-less, be worn in case the outerwear needs to be removed). 
Dress Uniform Days:

Jackets: Official “Phoenix” jackets, otherwise:

               Solid color red, navy, or white; fleece or other lightweight material;

               No lettering or designs of any kind 

Sweatshirts:  Official “Phoenix” sweatshirts, otherwise: 

                       Solid color red, navy or white; fleece material;

                       No sleeveless, cut off, or capped sleeves;

                       No lettering or designs of any kind.


 Sweatshirts may have hoods but the hooded portion of the sweatshirt 

                       may not be worn over the head while in any campus building.

Sweaters:  Solid color red, navy, or white; cardigan 
Regular Uniform/Spirit Dress/Non-Uniform Days:
· Any jacket, sweatshirt or sweater that does not violate any standard of the Dress Code and is not a winter coat, rain coat, or poncho. 
The following items may be worn to school and into the building but must be placed in the student’s locker prior to 1st period: 

Winter Coats , Rain Coats, Ponchos

Hats, caps, scarves, earmuffs 

Leggings, Sweatpants and Warm Ups

Gloves

Note: If an item will not fit into the student locker (along with books, etc) it should not be brought into the building.
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